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Adequate Yearly Progress for No Child Left Behind:

Consider the Influence of Student sO
Perception of School Safety!

On August 15, 2005, in a C-Span televised speedy, former Secréary of Educaion Richard Riley made the
compelling statement that regardless of which side of the debate one sits with regard to the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) legsdlation, Ove needto find ways to make it work.OWhether we ageeor disageewith NCLB,
it is the standard by which public K-12 education is currently evaluated and ultimaey ether rewarded or
punished. Goverrors, school boards, school superinterderts, principas and teaclers all understand the
implications when schools do not make adequate yealy progress (Adequate Yearly Progress) as mardated by
NCLB.

Seeral factors contribute to the determination of adequate yearly progress, with studertsOperformarce on
stardard zed assessmerts contributing the most. To this end, teackers and school administrators engage in
various strateges aimed at bringing the lowed performers to grade level and rated as proficiert. While
improving the acacemic performarce of all childrenis the primary focus of the NCLB ledgslation, providing
studerts with a safe environmert in which to attend school is another top priority of our country asevidenced
by the Safe Schools for the 21st Certury provision of the NCLB legslation (Sae Schools for 21st Century).

Resarchreveds that the studentsOperception of how safe they fed in their school is rdated to their attitude
toward school, school atendance, and acagmic performarce. Minnesota now provides parerts with an annual
report covering five fadors on which schools are evaluated: academic achievement, school safety, studert-
atterdance, dropout rates and staff are@ such as how mary teaders are licensed in subjeds they teach (see
Education Week; 8/6/2003, Vol. 22 Issue 43, p26, 1/9p).

IOD, Inc. recerily conducted a study of a large school district in which middle school studertsOperception of
school safety wasexamined. Sclhool safey wasmeasured in terms of four spedfic factors.

v Facor | measred the studertsO perception of teahersD knowledge and roles in hardling crises and
emergrcies, violerce,ard bullying.

v Facbr Il examined studentsOviews of how well campus secuity ard law erforcemen control and maintain a
safeschool ervironmert.

v Factor Il investigated the influence of the school@ visible environmert, such as clean school grounds,
adequate lighting, and clean, odor-freebathrooms

v Facbr IV asked studerts about the existence ard applicaton of policies for handling violence ard other
incidenrts of disruptive behavior.

The specffic quedion of intereg to thisreseach study is:

What is the relationship between the studems(ﬁoefception of school safety and their
reading and math performance on the stateOsnnual teds of proficiency?

In total, 10,293 middle school studerts were teged on the readng and 10,374 on mat. The following tabe
displays the percert of middlie school studerts that performed below proficiency, at proficiercy, or above
proficiency on the StateOsmual readng and mat achievemert teds.
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As shown, approximately 26.8% of the middle school studerts teded on readng scored at levels considered
below proficiert. Likewise, about 27% of the middle school studerts teged below proficiert on math.

Test Area % Below % At % Above
Proficiency Proficient Proficiency
Readng 26.8 515 21.7
Math 27.0 52.6 20.3

The following graphs display the percettage of students that regponded with a OYesOto survey iternrs that were
spedficdly related to school safety. Eachgraph summarizes the spedfic survey itens related to one of the four
factors as described above.

School Safety Factor |
Knowledge and Roles in Handling Crisis

In the case of an emergency | ‘
feel school personnel can tell
¥A bOUt 743% Of the us what to do quickly and in 743
students believe school an appropriate way.
personnel can address
1 I know help is available at
an emergency qu Ckly school to stop student 68.0
and approprlately violence and suicide.
¥Only 41.3% of the
students believe adults Aduits in my school respond a3
respond quickly to acts uerio e oTbebne
of bullying
Overll Percent Yes. 61.4
0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

Percent Yes

School Safety Factor Il
Control and Maintenance of Campus Security

Visitors to the school must wear official school identification
while on school property.

|

¥Approximately 67.4%

Of the StudentS feel Police officers or campus supervisors provide a visible and
H regular presence on campus during school hours and at _70.9
Comfortabl € aSkI ng a school-related events.
school resource officer
for hel p If neajaj | feel comfortable asking the police officer or campus 67.4

supervisor in my school for help if | need it.

¥Only 21.3% of the
students fedl safe when
their classes are held in
portables.

| feel safe in classes | have in portables. 23.1

Overall Percent Yes. 62.4

1

T T
0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0
Percent Yes
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¥The majority of the
students view their
schools as being well lit,
and the overall
condition of their
schools as good.

¥0n the other hand, the
majority of the students
believe their schools
have graffiti, the school
grounds are littered with
trash, and the school
bathrooms smell.

¥L ess than 14% students
report that an adult

School Safety Factor Ill
Visible Environment

The building is well lit inside and out which allows students to
walk safely.

Adults monitor students outside the classroom, such as in
hallways, rest rooms, gym and locker rooms, media center.

High use areas, such as the lobby entrance, cafeteria, gym,
locker rooms, and media center are clean and well lit this
year.

My school building is in good condition.

My school is kept free from graffiti.

My school and grounds are clean and free from trash and liter.

Student bathrooms are free of graffiti, well lit, and free of
odor.

Adults monitor inside student bathrooms.

Overall Percent Yes.

monitors the inside of 0.0 200 400 60.0 80.0 100.0
their bathrooms. Percent Yes
School Safety Factor IV
Policy for Handling Student Behavior
¥The majority of the
students believe the)/ are | feel safe outside the classroom.
safein their school.
| feel safe in school.
0 Students may report problems, incidents, or dangers in
¥L ess than 50% of the
strictest confidence.
StUdentS feel Safe from The school provides students with leadership opportunities
H on violence prevention and safety issues, such as
bullying at school
: involvement on the school safety team, starting clubs and
| feel safe in the bathrooms.
¥About 43.4% of the
Students bel | eve the | feel safe from bullying at school.
school rules are fair.
The rules at school are fair.
¥A pprOXi mately 32.1% of Students are trained in conflict resolution and anger
the students report being management.
trained in conflict Overall Percent Yes.
rﬁl Utl on and anger 0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0
manegement Percent Yes
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The reaults of the study provide interesing insights. The relat onships betweenthe readng and math actievemert
and 5th and 7th grade studertsOperceptions of school safety were examined through bi-variate correlations that

aredisplayedwithin the following teble:

StudentsCPerception of School Safety: Factors | - IV

Student's Annual Knowledge C_ontrol & - Policy_ for
Performance on & role_s in | maintenance \_/lSlbIe handling
. handling of campus | environment student
Reading & Math crisis safety behavior
¥ Percentage of students below|  ; 345 0.443 0.320 0.492
proficiency on reading
¥ Perc;eptage of students below 0413 0.428 0353 0.480
proficiency on math

All of the correlations were statistically significart excepg one, ard that was the correlation between the
perceriage of studerts rated as below proficiert in readng and school safety Facor Il1: the influence of the
school Owisible environmert, such asclean school grounds, adequate lighting, and clean odor-free bathrooms,
on the studertsOperception of safety (r = .320).

In gereral these findings reveal that as the percertage of studernts who do not feel safe in their schools
increags the higher the percertage of studerts who are not able to reach proficiency on the statesDamual
measire of performance in readng and math. In this study the strongeg relationships were found between
Facor 1V: the existence and application of policies for handling violence and other inciderts of disruptive
behavior, and the percertage of 5th and 7th grade students who failedto reachproficiency in readng (r = .492)
and math (r = .480).

These reallts should not be intemreted to mean that higher academic performance is caused by higher
perceqions of a safe school. Thes reallts merely point to the existence of a strong relationship between
acacmic performance and safe schools. Improving studentsOpercertion in eachof the four factors constituting
school safety in this study would necesitate different intervertions on the part of school board, district
superintendents, principals and teackers For instance, providing additional training for teachers on how to
appropriately hardle disruptive clasroom behavior would address Facor | of the study on student®
perceqions, where as ersuring that discipline policies are fair, appropriate and consistertly applied would
address Factor 1V of the study regardng how studerts view the existerce ard utilizaion of policies for
handling violenceard disruption.

The NCLB stakesarehigh, and improving school safety is clearly associated with the requiremert of making
Adequate Yearly Progress. Gaining insight into the relationships between different facbors that constitute
school safety and studert performarce can help school leaders and administrators in idertifying effective
intervertions that ultimatly help studerts, schools and districts achieve Adequate Y early Progress.

For more informaion about other researt studieslOD hasconductedon Sclool Climate, please visit our website
at http://www.iodinc.com or emal our Director of Resach, Dr. Pau Rendulic at prerdulic@iodinc.com.
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