
  © 2005 IOD, Inc. - Proprietary & Confidential                                                                                  Page 1 of 4 

 
On August 15, 2005, in a C-Span televised speech, former Secretary of Education Richard Riley made the 
compelling statement that regardless of which side of the debate one sits with regard to the No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) legislation, Òwe need to find ways to make it work.Ó Whether we agree or disagree with NCLB, 
it is the standard by which public K-12 education is currently evaluated and ultimately either rewarded or 
punished. Governors, school boards, school superintendents, principals and teachers all understand the   
implications when schools do not make adequate yearly progress (Adequate Yearly Progress) as mandated by 
NCLB. 

Several factors contribute to the determination of adequate yearly progress, with studentsÕ performance on 
standardized assessments contributing the most. To this end, teachers and school administrators engage in 
various strategies aimed at bringing the lowest performers to grade level and rated as profi cient. While 
improving the academic performance of all children is the primary focus of the NCLB legislation, providing 
students with a safe environment in which to attend school is another top priority of our country as evidenced 
by the Safe Schools for the 21st Century provision of the NCLB legislation (Safe Schools for 21st Century). 

Research reveals that the studentsÕ perception of how safe they feel in their school is related to their attitude 
toward school, school attendance, and academic performance. Minnesota now provides parents with an annual 
report covering five factors on which schools are evaluated: academic achievement, school safety, student-
attendance, dropout rates and staff areas such as how many teachers are licensed in subjects they teach. (see 
Education Week; 8/6/2003, Vol. 22 Issue 43, p26, 1/9p).  

IOD, Inc. recently conducted a study of a large school district in which middle school studentsÕ perception of 
school safety was examined. School safety was measured in terms of four specific factors.  

 Factor I measured the studentsÕ perception of teachersÕ knowledge and roles in handling crises and 
emergencies, violence, and bullying.  

 Factor II examined studentsÕ views of how well campus security and law enforcement control and maintain a 
safe school environment.  

 Factor III investigated the influence of the schoolÕs visible environment, such as clean school grounds, 
adequate lighting, and clean, odor-free bathrooms.  

 Factor IV asked students about the existence and application of policies for handling violence and other 
incidents of disruptive behavior.  

The specifi c question of interest to this research study is:  

 
In total, 10,293 middle school students were tested on the reading and 10,374 on math. The following table 
displays the percent of middle school students that performed below profi ciency, at profi ciency, or above 
profi ciency on the StateÕs annual reading and math achievement tests.  
 

Executive Summary Report 

Adequate Yearly Progress for No Child Left Behind:  
Consider  t he Inf luence of St udent sÕ  

Per cept ion of School Safet y! 
 

What is the relationship between the studentsÕ perception of school safety and their  
reading and math performance on the stateÕs annual tests of profi ciency? 
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As shown, approximately 26.8% of the middle school students tested on reading scored at levels considered 
below profi cient. Likewise, about 27% of the middle school students tested below profi cient on math. 
 

Test Area 
% Below 

Proficiency 
%  At 

Proficient 
% Above 

Proficiency 
Reading 26.8 51.5 21.7 
Math 27.0 52.6 20.3 

 

The following graphs display the percentage of students that responded with a ÒYesÓ to survey items that were 
specifically related to school safety. Each graph summarizes the specific survey items related to one of the four 
factors as described above.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¥ About 74.3% of the 
students believe school 
personnel can address 
an emergency quickly 
and appropriately 

 
¥ Only 41.3% of the 

students believe adults 
respond quickly to acts 
of bullying   

¥ Approximately 67.4% 
of the students feel 
comfortable asking a 
school resource officer 
for help if needed.  

 
¥ Only 21.3% of the 

students feel safe when 
their classes are held in 
portables.  

School Safety Factor I
Knowledge and Roles in Handling Crisis

61.4

41.3

68.0

74.3

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

Overll Percent Yes.

Adults in my school respond
quickly to acts of bullying.

I know help is available at
school to stop student
violence and suicide.

In the case of an emergency I
feel school personnel can tell
us what to do quickly and in

an appropriate way.

Percent Yes

 

School Safety Factor II
Control and Maintenance of Campus Security

62.4

23.1

67.4

70.9

76.7

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

Overall Percent Yes.

I feel safe in classes I have in portables.

I feel comfortable asking the police officer or campus
supervisor in my school for help if I need it.

Police officers or campus supervisors provide a visible and
regular presence on campus during school hours and at

school-related events.

Visitors to the school must wear official school identification
while on school property.

Percent Yes
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¥ The majority of the 
students view their 
schools as being well lit, 
and the overall 
condition of their 
schools as good.    

 
¥ On the other hand, the 

majority of the students 
believe their schools 
have graff iti, the school 
grounds are littered with 
trash, and the school 
bathrooms smell.   

 
¥ Less than 14% students 

report that an adult 
monitors the inside of 
their bathrooms. 

 

¥ The majority of the 
students believe they are 
safe in their school.   

 
¥ Less than 50% of the 

students feel safe from 
bullying at school.  

 
¥ About 43.4% of the 

students believe the 
school rules are fair.  

 
¥ Approximately 32.1% of 

the students report being 
trained in conflict 
resolution and anger 
management. 

School Safety Factor III
Visible Environment

38.9

13.7

17.1

28.9

41.8

53.2

55.8

64.5

72.3

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

Overall Percent Yes.

Adults monitor inside student bathrooms.

Student bathrooms are free of graffiti, well lit, and free of
odor.

My school and grounds are clean and free from trash and liter.

My school is kept free from graffiti.

My school building is in good condition.

High use areas, such as the lobby entrance, cafeteria, gym,
locker rooms, and media center are clean and well lit this

year.

Adults monitor students outside the classroom, such as in
hallways, rest rooms, gym and locker rooms, media center.

The building is well lit inside and out which allows students to
walk safely.

Percent Yes

 

School Safety Factor IV
Policy for Handling Student Behavior

50.4

32.1

43.4

49.6

51.1

54.3

55.0

60.8

64.8

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

Overall Percent Yes.

Students are trained in conflict resolution and anger
management.

The rules at school are fair.

I feel safe from bullying at school.

I feel safe in the bathrooms.

The school provides students with leadership opportunities
on violence prevention and safety issues, such as

involvement on the school safety team, starting clubs and

Students may report problems, incidents, or dangers in
strictest confidence.

I feel safe in school.

I feel safe outside the classroom.

Percent Yes
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The results of the study provide interesting insights. The relationships between the reading and math achievement 
and 5th and 7th grade studentsÕ perceptions of school safety were examined through bi-variate correlations that 
are displayed within the following table:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the correlations were statistically signifi cant except one, and that was the correlation between the 
percentage of students rated as below profi cient in reading and school safety Factor II I: the influence of the 
schoolÕs visible environment, such as clean school grounds, adequate lighting, and clean, odor-free bathrooms, 
on the studentsÕ perception of safety (r = .320). 
 
In general, these findings reveal that as the percentage of students who do not feel safe in their schools 
increases, the higher the percentage of students who are not able to reach profi ciency on the statesÕ annual 
measure of performance in reading and math. In this study the strongest relationships were found between 
Factor IV: the existence and application of policies for handling violence and other incidents of disruptive 
behavior, and the percentage of 5th and 7th grade students who failed to reach profi ciency in reading (r = .492) 
and math (r = .480).  
 
These results should not be interpreted to mean that higher academic performance is caused by higher 
perceptions of a safe school. These results merely point to the existence of a strong relationship between 
academic performance and safe schools. Improving studentsÕ perception in each of the four factors constituting 
school safety in this study would necessitate different interventions on the part of school board, district 
superintendents, principals and teachers. For instance, providing additional training for teachers on how to 
appropriately handle disruptive classroom behavior would address Factor I of the study on studentÕs 
perceptions, where as ensuring that discipline policies are fair, appropriate and consistently applied would 
address Factor IV of the study regarding how students view the existence and utilization of policies for 
handling violence and disruption.  
 
The NCLB stakes are high, and improving school safety is clearly associated with the requirement of making 
Adequate Yearly Progress. Gaining insight into the relationships between different factors that constitute 
school safety and student performance can help school leaders and administrators in identifying effective 
interventions that ultimately help students, schools and districts achieve Adequate Yearly Progress.   
 
For more information about other research studies IOD has conducted on School Climate, please visit our website 
at http://www.iodinc.com or email our Director of Research, Dr. Paul Rendulic at prendulic@iodinc.com. 

 

StudentsÕ Perception of School Safety: Factors I - IV 

Student's Annual 
Performance on  
Reading & Math 

Knowledge  
& roles in 
handling 

crisis 

Control & 
maintenance 
of campus 

safety 

Visible 
environment 

Policy for 
handling 
student   
behavior 

¥ Percentage of students below 
proficiency on reading 0.385 0.443 0.320 0.492 

¥ Percentage of students below 
proficiency on math 0.413 0.428 0.353 0.480 


